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Executive	Summary
The University of New Hampshire Survey Center, with collaboraƟon from MSW Consultants and DSM Environmental Services,
fielded a quesƟonnaire on behalf of the Maine Department of Environmental ProtecƟon. The study was conducted to beƩer
understand the aƫtudes and pracƟces of Mainers regarding the diverƟng of food scraps. Nine hundred twenty-five (925) Pine
Tree State Panel members completed the quesƟonnaire online between January 23 and January 29. The margin of sampling
error is +/- 3.2 percent. Further methodology details may be found in the technical report.

The following figures display overall results, detailed tabular results may be found in Appendix A, Appendix B contains
open-ended responses, and Appendix C contains the quesƟonnaire. Due to rounding, percentages may not add to 100%.

Key	Findings
While more than seven in ten Mainers deal with at least some of their food waste by puƫng it in the regular trash, more than
half divert some of their food waste in at least one way. ComposƟng food scraps in their backyard or in their own compost pile,
feeding them to their pets or livestock, and puƫng them in the woods are the most common diverƟng methods while very few
residents have food scraps dropped off at a transfer staƟon or other food scrap kiosk or collecƟon site, picked up by a waste
hauler, or donated to a family or organizaƟon. Residents who put food waste in with the regular trash, have it picked up by a
food waste hauler, compost it in their backyard or compost pile, feed it to farm animals or livestock, or drop at a transfer
staƟon or other food scrap kiosk or collecƟon say that the majority of their food waste get dealt with in this fashion.
Respondents who are younger, rent their home, or live in a suburban or urban area are more likely than others to put their
food waste in with the regular trash.

Most Mainers think it is true that diverƟng food waste is good for the environment and think that Mainers should parƟcipate in
it. About one-third, parƟcularly those who rent their home, say that they don't have the space to divert food waste. Very few
respondents believe that diverƟng food scraps is too much work, though the majority feel that diverƟng food scraps smells bad
and aƩracts pests.

Overall, state residents esƟmate that around half of their food waste is diverted throughout the year, with diverƟng rates
marginally higher in the summer and marginally lower in the winter. The most common diverƟng method is puƫng the food
scraps outside in a pile or a heap. On average, residents esƟmate about 13% of their food waste would sƟll be considered
edible.

Among those who do divert food scraps for animals, a plurality use a container about the size of a gallon of milk or countertop
bin, and a majority empty the container between one and three Ɵmes per week. Most say that the container on average is at
least 3/4 full when it is empƟed, while only one in four typically empty their container when it is only half full or less.
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Demographics

In order to ensure results that are representaƟve of the state of Maine, data were weighted by respondent gender, age,
educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S.
Census Bureau.

Figure 1: Weighted Demographic Questions and ACS Estimates
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Three in ten respondents (39%) say they have children in their household and about half of respondents (49%) have a
household income under $75,000. Seventy-five percent of respondents say they own their home and 84% have at least two
people in their household. Nine in ten (91%) idenƟfy as White/Caucasian alone. When comparing to the latest ACS esƟmates
for these demographic variables, the data is largely comparable. Those in who live in a single person household are somewhat
underrepresented compared to the ACS esƟmates while those who have children in their household are slightly
overrepresented.

Figure 2: Other Demographic Questions and ACS Estimates
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Figure 3: Employment Status

Half of respondents (51%) are employed full-Ɵme, 7% are employed part-Ɵme, 32% are reƟred or are not working, 8% are
unemployed, and 2% are students.

The majority of respondents (60%) have lived in Maine for more than 30 years. Fourteen percent have lived in Maine for 10
years or less, 10% have lived in Maine for 11-20 years, and 16% have lived in Maine for 21-30 years.
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Figure 4: Years Lived in Maine

Nearly half of respondents (45%) describe the locaƟon of their residence as being in a suburban seƫng, 29% live in the open
country, 20% live in an urban seƫng, 3% live on a farm, and 2% live off-grid.
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Figure 5: Which best describes the location of your residence?

University of New Hampshire 
Survey Center 3

Maine Residential Food Scraps Survey 
March, 2025



0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Detached single-family
home

Apartment/ Duplex

Mobile home

Townhouse/ Condominium

Other

72%

19%

4%

1%

4%

Figure 6: Which of the following comes closest to the kind of housing unit you now live in?

Seventy-two percent of Maine residents describe the housing unit they live in as a detached single-family home, 19% describe
it as an apartment or duplex, 4% describe it as a mobile home, 1% describe it as a townhouse or condominium, and 4%
describe the housing unit they live in another way.

Eighty-four percent of Maine residents say that they have a yard or outside space on which they can garden, while 16% do
not.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

84%

16%

Figure 7: Whether or not anyone in your household gardens, do you have a yard or outside space on which
you can garden?
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Figure 8: Marital Status

The majority of respondents (57%) are married, 15% have never been married, 12% are divorced, 11% are living with a
partner but not married, 4% are widowed, and 1% are separated.
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Figure 9: News Sources (Select all that apply)

Just over half of respondents (54%) say that local Maine TV news is one of the news sources they regularly watch while half
(50%) say that social media is a news source for them. About three in ten (31%) listen to Maine Public Radio while 13% listen
to conservaƟve talk radio and 10% listen to The Joe Rogan Experience podcast. One-quarter or more read the Portland Press
Herald (29%), the Bangor Daily News (26%), and the New York Times (25%), while fewer read the Washington Post (13%) or
Boston Globe (7%). Twenty-seven percent of respondents watch Fox News, while 20% watch CNN and 14% watch MSNBC.
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Figure 10a: Which of the following does your household do with food waste that comes from eating or
preparing food, including any scraps, inedible parts, and spoiled or rotten foods? (Select all that apply)

When asked which of the following things they do with food waste, seven in ten respondents (71%) say they put them in with
the regular trash, 29% compost them in their backyard or own compost pile, 16% feed them to pets, and 15% put them down
the garbage disposal. Ten percent each say they put food waste in the woods or feed them to farm animals or livestock, 3%
each drop them off at a transfer staƟon or other food scrap kiosk/collecƟon site as separated food waste or have them picked
up by a food waste hauler, and less than 1% donate them to a family or organizaƟon.

Food	Waste	Diverting	Behavior
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Figure 10b: What does household do with food waste - By Home Ownership
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Figure 10c: What does household do with food waste - By Home Location

Respondents who rent their home are more likely to put food waste in with the regular trash while respondents who own
their home are more likely to compost food waste or feed it to farm animals or livestock.

Respondents who live off-grid, on a farm, or in the open country are more likely to compost food waste in their backyard or
on their own compost pile or feed them to farm animals or livestock while those who live in urban or suburban areas are
more likely to put food waste in with the regular trash or down the garbage disposal.
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Figure 10d: What does household do with food waste - By Home Type

Respondents who live in a single-family home are more likely to compost food waste in their backyard or compost pile or feed
them to farm animals or livestock and are less likely to put food waste in with the regular trash.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Put in with the
regular trash

OVERALL

Do Not Have Space

Have Space For Garden

Compost in your
backyard or own
compost pile

OVERALL

Do Not Have Space

Have Space For Garden

71%

88%

68%

29%

33%

9%

Figure 10e: What does household do with food waste - By Space For Garden

Respondents who have space at their home in which they could garden are more likely to compost food waste in their
backyard or compost pile and are less likely to put food waste with the regular trash.
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Figure 10f: What does household do with food waste - By Children in Household

Respondents who have children in their household are more likely to put food waste in with the regular trash and are less
likely to compost food waste in their backyard or compost pile.
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Figure 10g: What does household do with food waste - By Age

Younger respondents are more likely to put food waste in with the regular trash while older respondents are more likely to
compost food waste in their backyard or compost pile.
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Figure 10h: What does household do with food waste - By Household Income

Respondents with higher household incomes are more likely to compost food waste in their backyard or compost pile, put it
down the garbage disposal or feed to their farm animals or livestock while respondents with lower household incomes are
more likely to put food waste in with the regular trash.
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Figure 10i: What does household do with food waste - By Region of State
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Figure 10j: What does household do with food waste - By Race/Ethnicity

Respondents who live in Downeast/Coastal Maine are more likely to compost food waste in their backyard or compost pile or
feed them to farm animals or livestock. Respondents who live in Southern Maine are more likely to put food waste down the
garbage disposal or put it in the woods.

Respondents who idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone are more likely to put food waste in with the regular trash while those
who do not idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone are more likely to compost food waste in their backyard or compost pile or
feed them to farm animals or livestock.
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Figure 10k: What does household do with food waste - By Media Usage

Bangor Daily News readers are more likely than others to put food waste in with regular trash. Joe Rogan listeners are more
likely to feed food waste to pets and less likely to put them in with the regular trash or compost in their backyard or compost
pile. Maine Public Radio listeners are more likely than others to compost food waste in their backyard or own compost pile.
New York Times readers are more likely than others to put food waste in the woods and are less likely to put them in with the
regular trash.
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Among respondents who say that one of the ways they deal with food waste is to put it in with the regular trash (N=595), 64%
say that in the past week they dealt with all of their food waste this way, 17% dealt with 75%-99% of it this way, 5% dealt with
50%-74% of it this way, 5% dealt with 25%-49% of it this way, and 8% dealt with 1%-24% of it this way. Among respondents
who say that one of the ways they deal with food waste is to put it in with the regular trash, they dealt with an average of 86%
of waste this way in the past week. On average, among respondents who uƟlize each method, more than half of food waste
was dealt with by being picked up by a food waste hauler (89%), composƟng in their backyard or compost pile (60%), feeding
them to animals or livestock (56%), or dropped off at a transfer staƟon or other food scrap kiosk/collecƟon site as separated
food waste (51%).
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Figure 11: Percentage of your household's food scraps/waste last week was dealt with in each of the
following ways                                                                                                                                                                        Mean                N
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Overall, just over half of Maine residents (56%) divert food waste in at least one way while 44% do not divert food waste and
put all of it in the trash or garbage disposal.
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Figure 12: Divert Food Waste
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Figure 13: Which best describes the size of the container your household uses to set aside food waste that is
being diverted?

Among those who say their household diverts at least some of its food waste (N=450), 9% say that the size of the container
their household uses to set aside items for diverƟng is about the size of a large 5 gallon bucket, 15% say it is about the size of a
2 gallon bucket, 34% say it is about the size of a gallon of milk or countertop bin, 25% say it is about the size of a half-gallon of
milk, 15% say it is about the size of a take-out or large yogurt container, and 1% say it is another size.
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Figure 14: Thinking about last week, about how often did your household empty the container used to set
aside food waste being diverted?
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Figure 15: On average, how full was the container when it was emptied?

Among those who say their household diverts food waste, 4% say that last week their household empƟed the container they
use for food waste more than seven Ɵmes last week, 3% empƟed it seven Ɵmes, 2% empƟed it six Ɵmes, 7% empƟed it five
Ɵmes, and 5% empƟed it four Ɵmes. A larger proporƟon empƟed their container three Ɵmes (17%), twice (20%), or once
(27%) last week. FiŌeen percent did not set aside food waste to be diverted last week.

Among those with a container about the size of a 5 gallon bucket, a large majority (76%) empƟed the container once in the
past week, while among those with the smallest containers, 38% say they empƟed their containers at least three Ɵmes in the
past week.

Thirty-nine percent (39%) say that last week, when their household empƟed their container used for diverƟng, the container
on average was completely or almost full. Just over one-third (36%) say that on average their container was about
three-quarters full, 19% say it was on average about half full, and only 6% say it was on average about a quarter full or less.
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Figure 16a: Which method(s) do you use for food scraps that are being diverted? (Select all that apply)

When asked what method or methods they use for diverƟng, 34% say that they put the scraps outside in a pile or heap, 14%
put the scraps in a staƟonary bin outside that they purchased, 13% put the scraps in a staƟonary bin outside that they built,
11% put the scraps in a unit outside that turns or rotates, 5% put the scraps in a staƟonary bin they received from their
municipality, and 25% use another method. Nine percent do not have their own diverƟng method at home and their food
scraps are dropped off or hauled.

Respondents who own their home are more likely to put the scraps in a staƟonary bin outside that they purchased or put the
scraps in a unit outside that turns or rotates while those who rent their home are more likely to use some other method.
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Figure 16b: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Home Ownership
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Figure 16c: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Home Type

Respondents who live in an apartment or duplex are less likely to put food scraps outside in a pile or heap and more likely to
use some other method.
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Figure 16d: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Home Location

Respondents who live off-grid, on a farm, or in the open country are more likely to put food scraps outside in a pile or heap
while those who live in an urban area are more likely to use some other method or to say that they don't have a method they
use at home because their food scraps are dropped off or hauled.
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Figure 16e: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Region

Respondents who lived in Central Maine are more likely to put the scraps outside in a pile or heap while those who live in
Downeast/Coastal and Southern Maine are more likely to say they put the scraps in a staƟonary bin outside that they
purchased.
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Figure 16f: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Age
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Figure 16g: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Years Lived in Maine

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

I put the
scraps in a
stationary
bin I received
from my
municipality

OVERALL

Less than $45,000

$45,000 - $74,999

$75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $149,999

$150,000 or more

5%

13%

1%

1%

8%

1%

Figure 16h: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Household Income

Respondents aged 50 to 64 are more likely to put their food scraps outside in a pile or heap while respondents aged 18 to 34
or 65 and older are more likely to put the food scraps in a staƟonary bin outside that they purchased. Respondents aged 65
and older are also more likely to put the scraps in a staƟonary bin they received from their municipality.

Respondents who have lived in Maine for 20 years or less are more likely to put their food scraps in a staƟonary bin outside
that they purchased or put the scraps outside in a pile or heap.

Respondents with higher household incomes are more likely to say they put the scraps in a staƟonary bin they received from
their municipality.
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Figure 16i: Methods used for food scraps that are being diverted - By Media Usage

ConservaƟve radio listeners are more likely to say they put their food scraps in a staƟonary bin outside that they built. MSNBC
and CNN viewers and readers of the Washington Post, New York Times, Portland Press Herald, and Bangor Daily News are
more likely to say they put food scraps in a staƟonary bin outside that they purchased. Joe Rogan listeners are more likely to
say they don't have their own method that they use at home because their food scraps are dropped off or hauled.
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Figure 17: About what percentage of food scraps do you typically divert - as indicated above - at each of the
following times of the year?                                                                                                                                                             Mean

Respondents were asked what percentage of food scraps they typically set aside for diversion during the different seasons of
the year. Overall, respondents indicate that they divert between 43% and 55% of their food scraps throughout the year, with
the largest amount of diverƟng taking place in the summer. Respondents report diverƟng the least during the winter, when
25% say that they divert none of their food scraps.
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Figure 19: On average, what percentage of your household food waste would you consider to be still edible?

Thirty-six percent of respondents say that they divert more in the summer than in the winter, 59% say that they divert about
the same amount in summer as they do in winter, and only 5% divert more in winter than in summer.

When asked what percentage of their household food waste they would sƟll consider to be edible, one-third (32%) say none
of their food waste is sƟll edible, about half (49%) say that 1-24% is, 11% say 25-49% is, 4% say 50-74% is, 4% say 75-99% is,
and less than 1% say 100% of their food is sƟll edible. The average percentage of household food waste that respondents
would consider to sƟll be edible is 13%.
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Figure 18: Comparison between diverting done in summer and winter
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Figure 20a: Whether or not you currently divert food scraps from disposal, we'd like to know how true each
statement below is for you:

Very True
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Don't Know

More than three-fourths of Maine residents (78%) think it is very true (54%) or mostly true (24%) that diverƟng food scraps is
good for the environment, 63% think it is very true or mostly true that Mainers should divert food scraps, and 48% think it is
very true or mostly true that diverƟng food scraps is easy.

When it comes to negaƟve statements surrounding diverƟng, more than half of Mainers (52%) think it is very true (28%) or
mostly true (24%) that piles and bins for diverƟng food scraps aƩract pests like insects and vermin, 37% think it is very true or
mostly true that diverƟng food scraps smell bad, 36% think it is very true or mostly true that they don't have the space to
divert food scraps, and 18% think that diverƟng food scraps is too much work.

Opinions	About	Food	Waste	Diverting
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Figure 20b: Feel statement is very or mostly true for you - By Selected Demographics
Diverting food scraps is good for the environment

Respondents who are younger, women, those who live in urban areas, those who divert food waste , those with higher levels
of educaƟon, those with a household income between $75,000 and $149,999, those who do not idenƟfy as White or
Caucasian alone, CNN viewers, MPR listeners, Portland Press Herald and New York Times readers, and those who have a space
for a garden are more likely to say that it is very or mostly true that diverƟng good scraps is good for the environment. Older
respondents, men, those who live in suburban areas, those who do not divert food waste, those with lower levels of
educaƟon, those with lower levels or the highest level of household income, those who idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone,
Joe Rogan and conservaƟve radio listeners, and those who do not have space for a garden are less likely to say this is very or
mostly true.
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Figure 20c: Feel statement is very or mostly true for you - By Selected Demographics
Mainers should divert food scraps

Women, respondents with no children in their household, those who own their home, those who divert food waste, those
with higher levels of educaƟon and income, MSNBC viewers, MPR listeners, Portland Press Herald and New York Times
readers, those who have a space for a garden, and Downeast/Coastal and Southern Maine residents are more likely to say
that it is very or mostly true that Mainers should divert food scraps. Men, those with children in the household, those who
rent their home, those who do not divert food waste, those with lower levels of educaƟon and income, Fox News viewers,
Boston Globe readers, and Joe Rogan listeners, those who do not have space for a garden, and Northern and Central Maine
residents are less likely to say this is very or mostly true.
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Figure 20d: Feel statement is very or mostly true for you - By Selected Demographics
Piles and bins for diverting food scraps attract pests like insects and vermin

Middle aged respondents, those with children in their household, those who do not divert food waste, Fox News viewers, and
Joe Rogan and conservaƟve radio listeners are more likely to say that it is very or mostly true that piles and bins for diverƟng
good scraps aƩract pests like insects and vermin. Younger respondents, those with no children in their household, those who
divert waste, those who have completed postgraduate work, and MPR listeners are less likely to say this is very or mostly true.
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Figure 20e: Feel statement is very or mostly true for you - By Selected Demographics
Diverting food scraps is easy

Older respondents, men, those with no children in their household, and those who live off-grid, on a farm, or in open country,
those who own their home, those who divert food waste, those with higher levels of income, those who idenƟfy as White or
Caucasian alone, MPR listeners, and New York Times and Washington Post readers, newer Maine residents, those who have
space for a garden, and Downeast/Coastal Maine residents are more likely to say that it is very or mostly true that piles and
bins for diverƟng food scraps is easy. Younger respondents, women, those with children in their household, those who live in
suburban or urban areas, those who rent their home, those who do not divert food waste, those with lower levels of income,
those who do not idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone, Joe Rogan listeners, long-Ɵme Maine residents, those who do not
have space for a garden, and Northern and Central Maine residents are less likely to say this is very or mostly true.
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Figure 20f: Feel statement is very or mostly true for you - By Selected Demographics
Diverting food scraps smell bad

Respondents aged 35 to 49, those who live in urban or suburban areas, those who rent their home, those who do not divert
food waste, those with lower levels of educaƟon, those who idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone, long-Ɵme Maine residents,
and those who do not have space for a garden are more likely to say that it is very or mostly true that diverƟng food scraps
smell bad. Younger respondents, those who live off-grid, on a farm, or in the open country, those who own their home, those
who divert food waste, those with higher levels of educaƟon, those who do not idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone, MPR
listeners, newer Maine residents, and those who do have space for a garden are less likely to say this is very or mostly true.
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Figure 20g: Feel statement is very or mostly true for you - By Selected Demographics
I don't have the space to divert food scraps

Respondents aged 35 to 49, those with children in their household, those who live in urban or suburban areas, those who rent
their home, those who do not divert food waste, those with lower levels of educaƟon, those who idenƟfy as White or
Caucasian alone, Joe Rogan listeners, long-Ɵme Maine residents, and those who do not have space for a garden are more
likely to say that it is very or mostly true that they don't have the space to divert food scraps. Respondents who do not have
children in their household, those who live off-grid, on a farm, or in the open country, those who own their home, those who
divert food waste, those with higher levels of educaƟon, those who do not idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone, MPR
listeners, newer Maine residents, and those who do have space for a garden are less likely to say this is very or mostly true.
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New York Times reader

18%

11%

37%

17%

14%

31%

13%

16%

28%

10%

29%

27%

14%

13%

16%

15%

20%

4%

31%

35%

10%

Figure 20h: Feel statement is very or mostly true for you - By Selected Demographics
Diverting food scraps is too much work

Respondents aged 35 to 49, those with children in their household, those who rent their home, those who do not divert food
waste, those with a lower household income, those who idenƟfy as White or Caucasian alone, Joe Rogan listeners, and Boston
Globe readers are more likely to say that it is very or mostly true that diverƟng food scraps is too much work. Younger
respondents, those with no children in the household, those who divert food waste, those who do not idenƟfy as White or
Caucasian alone, and New York Times readers are less likely to say this is very or mostly true.
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Where P is the percentage of responses in the answer category being evaluated and N is the total number of 

persons answering the particular question. 

For example, suppose you had the following distribution of answers to the question, "Should the state spend 

more money on road repair even if that means higher taxes?” Assume 1,000 respondents answered the question as 

follows: 

YES 47% 
NO 48% 
DON’T KNOW 5% 

 

The sampling error for the "YES" percentage of 47% would be 

±1.96√
47(53)

1000
= ±3.1% 

for the "NO" percentage of 48% it would be 

±1.96√
48(52)

1000
= ±3.1% 

and for the "DON'T KNOW" percentage of 5% it would be 

±1.96√
5(95)

1000
= ±1.4% 

In this case we would expect the true population figures to be within the following ranges: 

YES 43.9% - 50.1% (i.e., 47% ±3.1%) 
NO 44.9% - 51.1% (i.e., 48% ±3.1%) 
DON’T KNOW 3.6% - 6.4% (i.e., 5% ±1.4%) 

 

The margin of sampling error for the 2025 Maine Residential Food Scraps Survey is +/-3.2 percent.  

 

Design Effect 

 

These MSE’s have not been adjusted for design effect. The design effect for the survey is 2.2%. To learn more 

about the Pine Tree Panel and the States of Opinion Project, please visit our website https://cola.unh.edu/unh-

survey-center/projects/states-opinion-project. For more information about the methodology used in the 2025 Maine 

Residential Food Scraps Survey, contact Dr. Andrew Smith at (603) 862-2226 or by email at andrew.smith@unh.edu.  

 

University of New Hampshire 
Survey Center 30

Maine Residential Food Scraps Survey 
March, 2025

https://cola.unh.edu/unh-survey-center/projects/states-opinion-project
https://cola.unh.edu/unh-survey-center/projects/states-opinion-project
mailto:andrew.smith@unh.edu






 

 

 Page 14 of 20 

backyard compostable waste we would put in it was not even remotely economical. I 

believe you could also take compost (including animal products) to the transfer station 

for free, but again, for the amount we produce, the time was not worth it. If there was a 

free and easy way to compost moldy cheese and chicken bones, I would happily do that. 

• I compost vegetable waste only. Meat/fish scraps go to the compost bins at the transfer 

station. 

• I composted for years and had chickens. I started to get rats so gave up on all of it 

• I didn’t know what a food waste carrier really was. We recycle but get it picked up from 

one can 

• I do throw chicken bones over the wall for the foxes 

• I feel as though I don’t know enough about the process of food diversion and composting 

to participate, from how it’s been made out to me it’s mostly helpful for 

farming/gardening but since I don’t do either I feel as though I have no reason to 

compost/divert food other than my typical methods, though I’d be willing to learn 

• I find the question about how long someone has lived in Maine a little offensive. I am a 

Maine native and wonder if someone has live here their entire life influences how much 

food waste is discarded and where it goes. 

• I grew up when the garbage truck came by once a week to pick up garbage from our 

garbage can we left on the back porch. It smelled and I would have to clean out the 

magots each time. This was in Portland. So do I think having garbage pick up is a new, 

cool environmental idea...College professors and students are always so idealistic at 

other's expense. 

• I hate Fiberight! They single-handedly destroyed all recycling services in most of eastern 

Maine through broken contracts, which a reasonable person should have anticipated!! 

You cannot turn mixed garbage into burnable pellets and methane. Bad planning, bad 

contract, idiots!!!!! 

• I have done a lot more to divert food waste in the past but since moving to Gardiner it 

feels like the only options are to do full scale composting ourselves or not do it at all. We 

don't have access to the nearest transfer station (it's in West Gardiner and they turn you 

away if you're not a West Gardiner resident) and our trash collection service (Riverside) 

doesn't offer organics/scrap collection. The maintenance required for a good home 

compost pile is not something we want to take on, especially in the winter. If there were 

any other solution locally and conveniently, we would use it, even if it cost extra. If such 

a solution already exists in Gardiner, we're not aware of it. 

• I have never thought of food waste disposal and never heard of many of the options 

mentioned in this survey. 

• I have spoken with our local transfer station about major composting. I think it is a big 

opportunity. 

• I like food composting because it’s one of the easiest and most effective ways of 

reducing my carbon footprint (by c 25%). 

• I live in a condo and my association does not allow composting or food gardening, due 

to rodents. We also do not have food scrap pickup within the association.  I would need 

to take my scraps elsewhere.  I want to add that I don't waste any edible food. I eat 

everything that I cook and don't throw anything away except for peelings, stems, etc. 
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• I live on a Maine island in the summer and my answers would be the same for there. 

• I pay for scrap pick up. Town doesn’t offer anything! 

• I think composting is a good thing. 

• I think it is good to learn about food waste. 

• I use the composted scraps to fertilize my garden 

• I used to watch MSNBC until January 20, 2025. I cannot stand to hear his voice. I'll 

resume watching in January 2029, if the station is still around. 

• I was happy to see this topic 

• I wish every town provided curbside pick-up of food waste 

• I work hard to compost, my family does not have the same motivation. Anything that 

makes composting more accessible and easier encourages composting. 

• I would compost but my spouse doesn’t want to 

• I would like to donate my food waste to a farm if they’re willing to pick it up. 

• I would love for my local transfer station to have a food waste spot. What we throw away 

is mostly bones and fat. We have composted for years, even when we lived in 

apartments. 

• I would love to be able to compost here at my apartment complex. I wish we could. I 

have always had a “plan” in my head about starting some kind of program to promote 

composting the RIGHT way, AND making it possible for EVERYONE. Just not sure 

where to start and/or who to talk to. The amount of food waste everywhere is very sad. 

• I would use free composting bins from town/state! 

• I'm currently unaware of any programs in Gardiner, Maine that deal with handling of food 

scraps for families who don't live on a farm or own a home where they have a garden 

and can compost. But it would be lovely if there was one and I would love to participate. 

• I'm not opposed to food diversion, there just isn't a handy way to do it in Bath that I am 

aware of. I have seen the green containers and would use one, but I don't generate 

enough waste for one for myself. If our community had one, I would probably use it. 

Thanks for your interest. 

• I’d love to see a good solution for diverting food waste from public schools. 

• If I didn't have the dogs to eat food scraps, I think it would be a lot of trouble to divert. 

Years ago I kept a smelly compost container that got dumped outside to compost, then 

animals would get into it. It was stinky, messy and riddled with fruit flies. I doubt it's 

practical for single households to divert scraps using an outside collection service, but it 

would probably work for restaurants. 

• If I was given a composting barrel I’d definitely use it for my garden. Just don’t want a 

smelly pile and coyotes and stuff near the house 

• If it were a simple process to divert food scraps to compost I would gladly do it. For 

example, my sister lives in a complex where each resident was provided a container for 

their kitchen counter with instructions as to what scraps to put into it. When it’s full, she 

simply brings it to a large receptacle in her apartment building and deposits the contents 

there. I have no such opportunity, and though I do have a back yard, I’m not physically 

able at this time to deal with creating a compost operation. 
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• If the municipality offered a compost program, we would take part. They don't offer 

anything so I have to compost what I can, when I can. It doesn't get hot enough in my 

yard to truly compost everything I would like to, nor can we compost year round because 

of the climate. Not to mention, non food scrap compost would also be a valuable 

disposal method in the community. 

• If we didn't have a food fixated dog we would be composting outside. When we lived in 

Bath (before moving to the woods) we had a food hauling service. We would have that 

now if they came to Woolwich. Very much in favor of composting. 

• Important topic.. thank you! 

• In South Portland there is a big rat problem so many people are reluctant to have 

backyard compost units for fear of contributing to the rat problem 

• In the section ‘how many times last week did you empty your waste diversion container’ 

there was no option for ‘less than once’. So my answer is not correct. I answered once 

because it was the closest, but actually we waste so little food that i only need to dump 

our gallon collection bin once per month. And most of that is due to the used coffee 

grounds. In our way of thinking it’s a moral sin to throw away food that’s edible and to let 

food go to waste that could have been used. Besides saving us lots of money, it just 

makes sense to conserve and not be wasteful. When trying to decide what to make for 

supper the first thing we do is take inventory of what we already have that needs to be 

used soon. We eat 100% of our meat products (except the rare times we cook bacon 

and save the rendered fat to cook with or sometimes to freeze and set out in winter to 

feed the birds with) and so the only waste we have is vegetable peelings and coffee 

grounds. Its easy. Its a lifestyle. 

• Interesting that in the first days of the Trump presidency, you have abandoned political 

questions. 

• Interesting poll. Effectiveness of heat pumps, heating in general - how do you heat your 

home 

• It is appalling that there is no recycling of any kind going on in this area. It's not just my 

town. 

• It is very beneficial to only cook what you need or can store for later. As well as very 

beneficial to not purchase items that have extra wrapping and container type materials. 

• It was nice to get a survey on something else besides Joe Biden, Elizabeth Mills or 

politics in general. 

• It would be great to have local places where compost could be delivered for use on local 

farms. 

• It’s somewhat amazing that many people don’t make an effort to compost or recycle 

• It’s time to stop with this ridiculous issue of food scrap recycling. Let’s work on the 

important things like lowering taxes. 

• Its not hard to compost. It just take time to set it up. 

• Keep gathering good data that can help make a difference in how we live in our world. 

• Let's impeach Trump 

• Like taking these. Thank you 

• Maine Extension Gardening Course 
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• Mainer's attitudes towards immigration and the increasing diversity of the state. 

• More needs to be done to compost food scraps statewide 

• More statewide issues; budget and spending; political candidates… 

• My condo association doesn't even re-cycle paper....hardly the setting for composting! 

• My husband and I never throw edible food in the trash. We pride ourselves in using 

leftovers in creative ways. “Waste not, want not” was a common saying in our childhood 

homes. We take all of the recyclable paper, cardboard, plastics, glass and metal to the 

local transfer station. We donate our recyclable bottles and cans to community causes. 

We could do better with inedible food waste but are not sure about ways to do that in our 

community. 

• No but thank you and good luck over the next few years. 

• No thank you. 

• No, thank you. 

• None 

• None 

• None that I could think of. 

• None. Rather bizarre survey and I am perplexed as to its viable purpose considering all 

the subject matter current going on this inauguration news week. 

• Nope 

• Nope 

• Not at this time. 

• Not our usual income, we sold a second home in Maryland. Actual income around 60K 

• On disability, they do not give us enough to live on like food or paper products 

• Our composting, while not perfect, is enjoyable & adds so much 'energy' to our small 

garden! 

• Please pray that Trump doesn't completely destroy the environment in the next four 

years. 

• Resist MAGA 

• Small food scraps are for the birds.  99.9% go to the recycle center. 

• Some of the questions I sadly didn't fully understand 

• South Portland has a contract with Garbage to Garden. They pick up food scraps 

curbside. I was paying for this service up until last summer when I chose not to renew 

because I could no longer afford it. 

• South Portland's negotiated reduced rate for Garbage to Garden is the reason we're 

able to compost so much (12 gallon bin picked up once per week). We weren't able to 

compost nearly as much when we lived in Boston and had to pay more for a 5 gallon 

pickup every other week. 

• Summer months (May-October)I live in Norway at a camp where I compost. Winter 

months (October-May)I live in Saco where I do not compost. 

• Thank for your service! 

• Thank you 

• Thank you for all you and your group do. It is appreciated 

• Thank you for doing these surveys about Maine 
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• Thank you for doing this. 

• Thank you for finally including Maine Public in your news options. 

• Thanks 

• Thanks for asking. 

• The cost. 

• The last thing on my mind is food scraps. I serve on a Town Council. I hope this never 

comes before me. 

• The question that started “Should Mainers….” Would not allow me to select “I don’t 

know” as a valid answer. The truth of the matter is I don’t know. That’s a discussion we 

need to have as a state, without outside interests and influence, and not a decision I’m 

willing to make for my neighbors. 

• The survey did not distinguish between meat and plant food waste. We don't throw meat 

in our compost as it can attract animals. Also, we don't compost bread or other 

processed carbs such as pasta, for the same reason. 

• The survey didn’t account for the 2 different ways that we divert our food scraps. Scraps 

for composting are emptied when the covered bucket is full. Scraps for the chickens are 

emptied daily. A significant amount of our scraps go to the chickens, but I answered for 

the composting scraps. 

• The town of Berwick has a transfer station but they do not offer a place for composting. 

• The US Army has a saying about food: Take all you want, eat all you take. About the 

only scrapes I don't eat are banana peels. 

• There is not a local collector for food scraps 

• There should be organizations like Garbage to Garden in towns and cities throughout 

the state 

• These questions were a little tricky to answer, as our system doesn’t conform to the 

survey’s questions. We do compost most waste winter, spring, and fall though! 

• These questions were really hard to answer because the question options did not 

capture my situation or my thought 

• This survey topic surprised me! I was hoping you were going to focus on the new 

administration in D.C. so I could tell you how much I detest the felon who was 

unfortunately just inaugurated. Maybe next time? 

• This survey was structured a little different from past surveys. I would suggest perhaps 

an extra option should be included, such as "we don't have food scraps," or something 

similar.  My wife and I don't throw food away unless it has spoiled, and that's rare.  We 

enjoy leftovers. With so many hungry people in this state, it's shameful to throw good 

food away. Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this survey. I look forward to 

doing them. 

• Too expensive, too nasty, no room to sort "food waste". We're handicapped and won't 

do it, more so it's not necessary. 

• Tried composting couldn’t get it to work, have a small vegetable garden. 

• Very small living space in 55+ community. We don't have sitting areas or gardens...I'm 

disabled difficult to compost on my own... 

• We also have pigs we raise and turkeys nothing goes to waste it us a hobby farm 
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• We are in our 80s and no longer able to garden. Other options are not workable for us. 

We generate very little food waste. 

• We cannot even put our trash can out the night before because of bears and other 

wildlife so composting or depositing food scrap outdoors is a very bad idea for our area 

• We compost uncooked vegetable scraps/salad. Put cooked food in trash but generate 

very little food waste. 

• We do not compost meat scraps to two potential for rodents 

• We eat only small amounts of meat with little to no meat waste, and compost all other 

waste. It couldn't be simpler, benefits the environment, and we get beautiful compost to 

return to the gardens. 

• We eat the food we have and we compost peelings and the plants when they are done 

producing. 

• We have composted all food scraps since 1989. 

• We have three compost bins and use the compost in our gardens. 

• We have very little food waste. Left overs are consumed on a regular basis. Composting 

had led to visits by rats and raccoons. 

• We love wildlife. We feed birds all year round, and have no problem with squirrels, 

chipmunks eating w/them. Our city has become overrun with rats which is unhealthy & I 

no longer throw left-overs out, or try to compost in our large yard, which is adjacent to 

woods.  I have a garden in season. Our city also is not user-friendly to composting, etc., 

regardless of what they may say. Thank you for survey 

• We make an effort to prepare only enough food to eat and actively seek to reduce 

potential waste, starting at the store. 

• We may start composting 

• We need to have a survey on why the price of housing has gone up so fast in such a 

short time. And who is actually responsible for it. People really need to know the truth, 

and where has all the Covid Trillions of dollars gone (an accurate list and amount). 

• We plan and purchase food that does not have scraps other than coffee grounds that we 

use on our gardens 

• We used to compost with a company that operated out of Portland, ME. They would pick 

up our bin weekly for a small fee. The stopped covering our area and I believe they went 

out of business. 

• We used to have a "swill man" when I was a kid in Bangor, he collected garbage for his 

pigs. My grandfather also had pigs on MT Hope Avenue, Bangor until land was taken by 

Urban Renewal now it is a neighborhood. I am gone full circle on "recycle" just put it all 

in the trash and we have a dumpster at our condos. Bangor gave up on blue bins for 

plastics years ago. 

• What a good topic 

• When am I going to finally win one of those gift cards?! 

• When I first moved to Portland in 2019, I looked into composting but learned you had to 

pay to get scraps picked up by the services offered in the area. Could not afford or justify 

the cost and have not looked into it again since moving to Westbrook, especially being 
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currently unemployed and without income. Would be interesting in composting in the 

future if it was as accessible as recycling 

• When I was a child Bangor had garbage (food waste) cans and trash cans which were 

collected separately each week. In the summer it was awful. Very often there were 

maggots that got in the garbage cans and it was awful having to put the waste scraps in 

it which was done after every meal. 

• When we lived in a single family home we composted for 28+ years. We now live in a 

condo and do not have access to the space to compost as we did. This survey is a good 

reminder that we should look into options, which we are willing and eager to do. 

• Where can I see results of these surveys? 

• wish composting bins were free 

• With all the substantial issues that need to be addressed in Maine, you chose to conduct 

a survey on this nonsense? 

• Would love to see climate change issues discussed! 

• Would love to see curbside food waste pick up universally available. 

• Yes! Shouldn’t we be talking about all the things our new President is doing? 

• Yes. The Newport Transfer Station accepts only plastics with #2 stamped on them. As 

you know, this is a small percentage of all plastics. 

• You might ask people if they watch a lot of TV or play video games, etc. Play outside? At 

what? 
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Appendix C 

Maine Residential Food Scraps Survey 
 

CONSENT  

You are invited to participate in a study of Maine residents about the disposal of food scraps, 

sponsored by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection. The use of human subjects in 

this project has been approved by the UNH Institutional Review Board (IRB) for the Protection 

of Human Subjects in Research.       

 

• The questionnaire will take about 5-10 minutes to complete.   

• Participation is completely voluntary and refusal to participate will not affect you in any 

way.  

• You may refuse to answer any questions or stop at any time.   

• Your answers will be combined with the answers of residents across the state and used 

for research purposes only.   

• Data will be kept in secured files, available only to the researchers. We will make every 

effort to maintain the confidentiality of the data.   

• Research via the internet presents minimal risk of a breach of confidentiality. You are not 

expected to receive any direct benefits from participating in this research.    

 

By clicking the "Yes, I'd like to participate" button below, you are indicating that you consent to 

participate in this study. If you prefer not to participate, please simply close this window in your 

browser.    

 

If you have any questions about the questionnaire, please contact Zach Azem at the University 

of New Hampshire Survey Center, zachary.azem@unh.edu or 603-862-4858.     

 

If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact Melissa 

McGee in UNH Research Integrity Services, melissa.mcgee@unh.edu or 603-862-2005 to 

discuss them.     

 

Thank you for your participation! 

 

INT The Maine Department of Environmental Protection is conducting a statewide waste 

characterization study that seeks to determine the composition of solid waste disposed in 

landfills and waste-to-energy facilities. As part of the study, Maine is also surveying residents to 

learn whether some of their food waste is being diverted from disposal to composting and other 

diversion activities.   Results from this survey will be used to assist the Maine Department of 

Environmental Protection in designing future organics collection programs and improving waste 

diversion.  Click the right arrow to begin.  
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Q1INT This questionnaire hopes to learn more about how Mainers manage food scraps at 

home. In your answers, do not include any information about yard or garden waste. 

 

Q1 Which of the following does your household do with food waste that comes from eating or 

preparing food, including any scraps, inedible parts, and spoiled or rotten foods? (Select all that 

apply) 

▢ Put in with the regular trash  (1)  

▢ Put down the garbage disposal (or down the sink)  (2)  

▢ Compost in your backyard or own compost pile  (3)  

▢ Picked up by a food waste hauler  (4)  

▢ Drop off at a transfer station or other food scrap kiosk/collection site as separated 
food waste  (5)  

▢ Donated to a family or organization  (6)  

▢ Feed them to farm animals or livestock  (7)  

▢ Feed them to pets  (8)  

▢ Put them in the woods  (9)  

▢ Something else: please describe:  (97) 
__________________________________________________ 

▢ ⊗Don't know  (98)  
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Display This Question: 

If Q1 != 98 

Q2INT Please estimate approximately what percentage of your household's food scraps/waste 

last week was dealt with in each of the following ways:   Please check that your responses for 

these below questions total 100%.   
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% of household's food scraps/waste last 

week (1) 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 1 

Put in with the regular trash (Q2)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 2 

Put down the garbage disposal (or down the 
sink) (Q3)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 3 

Composted in your backyard or compost pile 
(Q4)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 4 

Picked up by a food waste hauler (Q5)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 5 

Dropped off at a transfer station or other food 
scrap kiosk/collection site as separated food 

waste (Q6)  
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Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 6 

Donated to a family or organization (Q7)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 7 

Fed to farm animals or livestock (Q8)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 8 

Fed to pets (Q9)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 9 

Put in the woods (Q10)  

 

Display This Choice: 

If Q1 = 97 

${Q1/ChoiceTextEntryValue/7} (Q11)  

 

Total  
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DIVERTDEF Many of the remaining questions will refer to the diversion of food scraps. 

Diverting food scraps means disposing of food scraps in ways other than the regular 

trash or garbage disposal. Some examples of food diversion are:       

• Composting food scraps in your backyard or compost pile   

• Having food scraps picked up by a food waste hauler   

• Dropping food scraps off at a transfer station or other food scrap kiosk/collection site as 

separated food waste   

• Donating to a family or organization  

• Feeding food scraps to farm animals or livestock   

• Feeding food scraps to pets   

• Putting food scraps in the woods  

 

Q12 Which best describes the size of the container your household uses to set aside food 

waste that is being diverted?  

 

o About the size of a take-out container/large yogurt container (A)  (1)  

o About the size of a half-gallon of milk (B)  (2)  

o About the size of a gallon of milk or countertop bin (C)  (3)  

o About the size of a 2 gallon bucket (D)  (4)  

o About the size of a large 5 gallon bucket (E)  (5)  

o Some other size, please describe or provide measurements:  (97) 
__________________________________________________ 
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Q13 Thinking about last week, about how often did your household empty the container used to 

set aside food waste being diverted? 

o More than seven times  (1)  

o Seven times  (2)  

o Six times  (3)  

o Five times  (4)  

o Four times  (5)  

o Three times  (6)  

o Twice  (7)  

o Once  (8)  

o Did not set aside food waste to be diverted last week  (96)  
 

Skip To: Q15 If Q13 = 96 

 

Q14 On average, how full was the container when it was emptied?  

o Completely or almost full  (1)  

o About 3/4 (75%) full  (2)  

o About half (50%) full  (3)  

o About 1/4 (25%) or less full  (4)  
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Q15 Which method(s) do you use for food scraps that are being diverted? (Select all that apply)  

▢ I put the scraps in a unit outside that turns or rotates  (1)  

▢ I put the scraps outside in a pile or heap  (2)  

▢ I put the scraps in a stationary bin outside that I purchased  (3)  

▢ I put the scraps in a stationary bin I received from my municipality  (4)  

▢ I put the scraps in a stationary bin outside that I built  (5)  

▢ Some other method, please describe:  (97) 
__________________________________________________ 

▢ ⊗I do not have my own method that I use at home, my food scraps are 

dropped off or hauled  (99)  
 

Q16 About what percentage of food scraps do you typically divert - as indicated above - at each 

of the following times of the year?  

 % of food scraps diverted (1) 

Winter (Q16_1)   

Spring (Q16_2)   

Summer (Q16_3)   

Fall (Q16_4)   
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Q17 On average, what percentage of your household food waste would you consider to be still 

edible?  

 % of food waste still edible (1) 

. (Q17)   
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Q18 Whether or not you currently divert food scraps from disposal, we'd like to know how true 

each statement below is for you:  

 Very True (1) 
Mostly True 

(2) 
A Little True 

(3) 
Not At All 
True (4) 

Don't Know 
(98) 

Diverting food 
scraps is too 
much work 

(Q18_1)  
o  o  o  o  o  

Diverting food 
scraps is 

good for the 
environment 

(Q18_2)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Piles and 
bins for 

diverting food 
scraps attract 

pests like 
insects and 

vermin 
(Q18_3)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Mainers 
should divert 
food scraps 

(Q18_4)  
o  o  o  o  o  

I don't have 
the space to 
divert food 

scraps 
(Q18_5)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Diverting food 
scraps smells 
bad (Q18_6)  o  o  o  o  o  

Diverting food 
scraps is 

easy (Q18_7)  o  o  o  o  o  
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Display This Question: 

If DIVERT = Diverter 

 

Q19 How important are environmental considerations to you in your decision to divert food 

waste? 

o Very important  (1)  

o Somewhat important  (2)  

o Not very important  (3)  

o Not important at all  (4)  

o Don't know/Not sure  (5)  
 

 

TOWN_ME We have a few final questions.  In which town or city do you live? 

▼ Abbot (1) ... Other (997) 

 

Display This Question: 

If TOWN_ME = 997 

TOWN_ME_other You indicated an "other" town or city above. Which town or city is that? 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

OWNRENT Do you own or rent your home? 

o Own home  (1)  

o Rent home  (2)  

o Not applicable  (99)  
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Q20 Which best describes the location of your residence?  

o On a farm  (1)  

o Open country, but not a farm  (2)  

o Off-grid  (3)  

o In a suburban setting  (4)  

o In an urban setting  (5)  
 

 

Q21 Which of the following comes closest to the kind of housing unit you now live in?  

o Detached single-family home  (1)  

o Mobile home  (2)  

o Townhouse/Condominium  (3)  

o Apartment/Duplex  (4)  

o Other, please specify:  (5) 
__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Q22 Whether or not anyone in your household gardens, do you have a yard or outside space on 

which you can garden?  

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  
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D1 Are you currently married, widowed, divorced, separated, or have you never been married? 

o Married  (1)  

o Widowed  (2)  

o Divorced  (3)  

o Separated  (4)  

o Never married  (5)  

o Living together  (6)  
 

RACE Which of the following ethnic or racial groups do you identify with? (Please select all that 

apply) 

▢ Native American, Inuit, or Aleut  (1)  

▢ Asian American/Pacific Islander  (2)  

▢ African American/Black/Caribbean American  (3)  

▢ Caucasian/White  (4)  

▢ Latin/Hispanic  (5)  

▢ Other (Please specify)  (97) 
__________________________________________________ 

▢ Prefer not to say  (99)  
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D3 What is the highest grade in school or level of education that you've completed and got 

credit for? 

o Eighth grade or less  (1)  

o Some high school  (2)  

o High school graduate (includes G.E.D.)  (3)  

o Technical school  (4)  

o Some college  (5)  

o College graduate  (6)  

o Postgraduate work  (7)  

o Don't know/Not sure  (98)  
 

EMPLOY Which of the following best describes your current employment status? Are you 

currently... 

o Employed full-time  (1)  

o Employed part-time  (2)  

o Retired or not working  (3)  

o Unemployed  (4)  

o Student  (5)  
 

 

University of New Hampshire 
Survey Center 128

Maine Residential Food Scraps Survey 
March, 2025



 

 

 Page 15 of 18 

NEWS  

Which of the following types of media do you regularly watch, read, or listen to? 

(Please select all that apply)  

▢ Local news (such as WCSH)  (1)  

▢ Fox News  (2)  

▢ MSNBC  (3)  

▢ CNN  (4)  

▢ Maine Public Radio  (5)  

▢ Conservative talk radio  (6)  

▢ The Joe Rogan Experience podcast  (7)  

▢ The Bangor Daily News  (8)  

▢ The Portland Press Herald  (9)  

▢ The Boston Globe  (10)  

▢ The New York Times  (11)  

▢  The Washington Post  (12)  

▢ Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, X, Bluesky, TikTok, etc.)  (13)  

▢ Other (Please specify)  (97) 
__________________________________________________ 

 

D8  

And what is your current age? 

 (Please enter a number only) 

________________________________________________________________ 
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D9  

How many years in total have you lived in Maine?   

  (Please enter a number only. For 1 year or less, enter 1) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

D10 How many of the persons who currently live in your household are under 18 years of age, 

including babies and small children? 

o None  (0)  

o One  (1)  

o Two  (2)  

o Three  (3)  

o Four  (4)  

o Five  (5)  

o Six  (6)  

o Seven or more  (7)  

o Don't know/Not sure  (98)  
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D11 Including yourself, how many adults currently live in your household? 

o One  (1)  

o Two  (2)  

o Three  (3)  

o Four  (4)  

o Five  (5)  

o Six  (6)  

o Seven or more  (7)  

o Don't know/Not sure  (98)  
 

D16 How much total income did you and your family receive in 2024, not just from wages or 

salaries but from all sources, that is, before taxes and other deductions were made? 

o Less than $15,000 (Less than $1,250 per month)  (1)  

o $15,000-$29,999 ($1,250-$2,499 per month)  (2)  

o $30,000-$44,999 ($2,500-$3,749 per month)  (3)  

o $45,000-$59,999 ($3,750-$4,999 per month)  (4)  

o $60,000-$74,999 ($5,000-$6,249 per month)  (5)  

o $75,000-$99,999 ($6,250-$8,333 per month)  (6)  

o $100,000-$149,999 ($8,334-$12,499 per month)  (7)  

o $150,000-$199,999 ($12,500-$16,666 per month)  (8)  

o $200,000 and over ($16,667 and over per month)  (9)  

o Don't know/Not sure  (98)  

o Prefer not to say  (99)  
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ENDCOM Thank you for participating! Before you submit your responses, do you have any final 

comments or feedback that you would like the researchers to know about? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2-1 - Detailed Composition of Aggregate Disposed MSW

No. Material Category Mean
Margin 
of Error Tons No. Material Category Mean

Margin 
of Error Tons

26.7% 1.1% 173,287 Electronics 1.0% 0.2% 6,727
8.4% 0.9% 54,334 47 Non-CED Electronics 0.2% 0.0% 1,094
1.5% 0.1% 9,700 48 CEDs - CRTs 0.0% 0.0% 49
0.4% 0.1% 2,684 49 CEDs - Desktop Computers 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.3% 0.1% 1,711 50 CEDs - Laptops and Tablets 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.5% 0.1% 2,962 51 CEDs - Printers 0.0% 0.0% 0
2.3% 0.2% 15,166 52 CEDs - Television and Monitors (non-CRT) 0.0% 0.0% 239
0.3% 0.0% 1,723 53 CEDs - Other 0.0% 0.0% 240
0.4% 0.1% 2,748 54 Computer Peripherals 0.0% 0.0% 158
7.9% 0.4% 51,607 55 Products with Embedded Batteries 0.1% 0.0% 354
4.7% 0.7% 30,651 56 Small Appliances 0.5% 0.1% 3,293

18.1% 0.9% 117,411 57 White Goods 0.2% 0.2% 1,299
0.5% 0.1% 3,243 58 Solar/PV Panels/Components 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.4% 0.0% 2,412 Batteries 0.1% 0.0% 410
0.6% 0.1% 3,706 59 Batteries - Primary 0.1% 0.0% 393
0.0% 0.0% 70 60 Batteries - Rechargeable, Li-ion 0.0% 0.0% 18
0.0% 0.0% 56 61 Batteries - Rechargeable, Other 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.5% 0.1% 3,390 Hazardous Waste 0.9% 0.3% 5,667
0.6% 0.1% 3,936 62 Mercury-Containing Products - Lamps 0.0% 0.0% 10
0.0% 0.0% 9 63 Mercury-Containing Products - Thermostats 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.0% 0.0% 186 64 Mercury-Containing Products - Other 0.0% 0.0% 0
1.1% 0.1% 7,142 65 Architectural Paint 0.0% 0.0% 185
0.3% 0.1% 1,722 66 Non-Architectural Paint 0.0% 0.0% 259
0.1% 0.0% 916 67 Household Hazardous Waste 0.1% 0.1% 931
0.2% 0.1% 1,363 68 Medical Waste - Residential 0.1% 0.0% 518
2.3% 0.3% 14,789 69 Medical Waste - Commercial 0.6% 0.3% 3,764
0.1% 0.1% 568 Ceramics 0.1% 0.0% 811
3.7% 0.3% 23,854 70 Ceramic Bottles - BB 0.0% 0.0% 4
2.9% 0.4% 18,591 71 Other Ceramics Containers 0.1% 0.0% 807
1.6% 0.2% 10,594 CDD 4.5% 0.7% 29,104
0.3% 0.1% 1,954 72 Asphalt Brick and Concrete (ABC) 0.0% 0.0% 137
2.9% 0.4% 18,910 73 Asphalt Shingles 0.1% 0.1% 944

4.2% 0.5% 27,472 74 CDD Metal 0.2% 0.1% 1,369
0.4% 0.0% 2,425 75 Ceramic Fixtures 0.0% 0.0% 257
0.2% 0.0% 1,036 76 Drywall/Gypsum Board 0.4% 0.2% 2,317
0.3% 0.0% 2,242 77 Oriented Strand Board (OSB)/Plywood 0.1% 0.1% 703
0.8% 0.1% 5,189 78 Other/Residual CDD 2.1% 0.4% 13,623
1.6% 0.4% 10,522 79 Painted/Treated Wood 1.5% 0.4% 9,753
0.9% 0.2% 6,058 All Other Waste 16.2% 1.1% 105,507

1.5% 0.2% 9,862 80 Carpet/Padding 0.8% 0.3% 5,276
0.5% 0.1% 3,287 81 Diapers/Sanitary Products 3.6% 0.5% 23,135
0.7% 0.1% 4,347 82 Furniture/Bulky Items 3.5% 0.9% 22,648
0.3% 0.2% 2,227 83 Supplements/Pharmaceuticals/Medicines 0.0% 0.0% 193

26.7% 1.3% 173,561 84 Textiles/Leather 3.5% 0.3% 22,834
7.4% 0.6% 48,163 85 Rubber/Tires 0.8% 0.2% 5,159

11.8% 0.8% 76,558 86 Mattresses 0.3% 0.2% 1,684
0.0% 0.1% 210 87 Other Materials Not Elsewhere Classified 1.5% 0.2% 9,483
1.4% 0.4% 9,083 88 Fines 2.3% 0.1% 15,097
1.4% 0.4% 8,902
1.2% 0.2% 8,108 Total 100.0% 649,818
3.5% 0.5% 22,536 Samples 238

Paper
1  OCC (Old Corrugated Cardboard)
2  Boxboard (Chipboard)
3  Aseptic and Gable Top Cartons
4  High Grade Office Paper
5  Magazines/Catalogs
6  Mixed Recyclable Paper
7  Newsprint
8  Books
9  Compostable Paper

10  Non-Recyclable R/C Paper
Plastic
11  #1 PET Beverage Bottles - BB
12  #1 PET Bottles and Jars -NBB
13  #1 PET Thermoforms
14  #2 HDPE Natural Beverage Bottles - BB
15  #2 HDPE Colored Beverage Bottles - BB
16  #2 HDPE Natural Containers - NBB
17  #2 HDPE Colored Containers - NBB
18  #3, 4, 5, 7 Beverage Bottles - BB
19  #3, 4, 7 Bottles, Jars, Containers - NBB
20  #5 PP Containers
21  #6 PS Rigid Containers
22  #6 EPS Foam Food and Beverage Containers
23  #6 EPS Foam Non-Food Packaging/Products
24  Bulky Rigids >1 Gallons
25  Film - Agricultural and Marine Shrink Wrap
26  Film - Garbage Bags
27  Film - Other PE Film
28  Film - Non-PE
29  Film - Retail Bags
30  Remainder/Other Plastic

Metal
31  Aluminum Cans - BB
32  Aluminum Cans - NBB
33  Aluminum Foil & Pans - NBB
34  Ferrous Containers
35  Other Ferrous
36  Other Non-Ferrous

Glass
37  Glass Beverage Bottles - BB
38  Glass Bottles and Jars - NBB
39  Other Glass (Non-Container)

Organics
40  Food Waste - Packaged
41  Food Waste - Unpackaged
42  Branches and Stumps >1 inch Diameter
43  Mixed Yard Waste
44  Clean Wood
45  Other Organics
46  Pet Waste



Table 2-2 - Detailed Composition of Residential Disposed MSW

No. Material Category Mean
Margin 
of Error Tons No. Material Category Mean

Margin 
of Error Tons

21.5% 1.0% 59,570 Electronics 1.5% 0.4% 4,241
4.4% 0.5% 12,314 47 Non-CED Electronics 0.2% 0.1% 661
1.6% 0.2% 4,522 48 CEDs - CRTs 0.0% 0.0% 49
0.3% 0.0% 864 49 CEDs - Desktop Computers 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.1% 0.1% 339 50 CEDs - Laptops and Tablets 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.5% 0.1% 1,370 51 CEDs - Printers 0.0% 0.0% 0
2.5% 0.3% 7,015 52 CEDs - Television and Monitors (non-CRT) 0.0% 0.0% 68
0.3% 0.1% 830 53 CEDs - Other 0.0% 0.0% 85
0.5% 0.2% 1,380 54 Computer Peripherals 0.0% 0.0% 112
7.5% 0.5% 20,758 55 Products with Embedded Batteries 0.1% 0.0% 233
3.7% 0.3% 10,179 56 Small Appliances 0.8% 0.2% 2,112

14.9% 0.7% 41,203 57 White Goods 0.3% 0.3% 920
0.5% 0.1% 1,404 58 Solar/PV Panels/Components 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.5% 0.0% 1,311 Batteries 0.1% 0.0% 300
0.6% 0.0% 1,687 59 Batteries - Primary 0.1% 0.0% 282
0.0% 0.0% 39 60 Batteries - Rechargeable, Li-ion 0.0% 0.0% 18
0.0% 0.0% 42 61 Batteries - Rechargeable, Other 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.4% 0.0% 1,181 Hazardous Waste 0.4% 0.1% 1,231
0.6% 0.1% 1,564 62 Mercury-Containing Products - Lamps 0.0% 0.0% 10
0.0% 0.0% 9 63 Mercury-Containing Products - Thermostats 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.0% 0.0% 95 64 Mercury-Containing Products - Other 0.0% 0.0% 0
1.1% 0.1% 3,001 65 Architectural Paint 0.0% 0.0% 101
0.2% 0.0% 563 66 Non-Architectural Paint 0.1% 0.1% 206
0.2% 0.0% 535 67 Household Hazardous Waste 0.1% 0.1% 410
0.2% 0.1% 554 68 Medical Waste - Residential 0.2% 0.1% 505
2.0% 0.4% 5,557 69 Medical Waste - Commercial 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.1% 0.1% 179 Ceramics 0.2% 0.1% 687
3.0% 0.2% 8,232 70 Ceramic Bottles - BB 0.0% 0.0% 4
1.7% 0.2% 4,845 71 Other Ceramics Containers 0.2% 0.1% 683
1.3% 0.2% 3,736 CDD 4.2% 1.0% 11,575
0.3% 0.1% 957 72 Asphalt Brick and Concrete (ABC) 0.0% 0.0% 9
2.1% 0.2% 5,708 73 Asphalt Shingles 0.2% 0.3% 618

4.4% 0.7% 12,157 74 CDD Metal 0.2% 0.1% 509
0.4% 0.1% 1,028 75 Ceramic Fixtures 0.0% 0.1% 108
0.2% 0.1% 665 76 Drywall/Gypsum Board 0.3% 0.2% 793
0.4% 0.1% 1,180 77 Oriented Strand Board (OSB)/Plywood 0.0% 0.0% 24
0.9% 0.1% 2,611 78 Other/Residual CDD 2.0% 0.5% 5,543
1.5% 0.5% 4,211 79 Painted/Treated Wood 1.4% 0.6% 3,971
0.9% 0.3% 2,461 All Other Waste 20.3% 1.4% 56,093

1.8% 0.2% 4,958 80 Carpet/Padding 0.9% 0.3% 2,362
0.5% 0.1% 1,477 81 Diapers/Sanitary Products 5.5% 0.9% 15,221
1.0% 0.1% 2,806 82 Furniture/Bulky Items 3.9% 1.1% 10,792
0.2% 0.1% 675 83 Supplements/Pharmaceuticals/Medicines 0.1% 0.0% 159

30.7% 1.6% 84,898 84 Textiles/Leather 5.2% 0.6% 14,262
8.7% 0.7% 24,128 85 Rubber/Tires 0.5% 0.2% 1,325

11.5% 0.9% 31,896 86 Mattresses 0.4% 0.3% 1,043
0.1% 0.1% 210 87 Other Materials Not Elsewhere Classified 1.4% 0.2% 3,938
2.4% 0.7% 6,552 88 Fines 2.5% 0.2% 6,990
0.4% 0.2% 1,155
1.5% 0.2% 4,170 Total 100.0% 276,912
6.1% 0.8% 16,786 Samples 125

Paper
1  OCC (Old Corrugated Cardboard)
2  Boxboard (Chipboard)
3  Aseptic and Gable Top Cartons
4  High Grade Office Paper
5  Magazines/Catalogs
6  Mixed Recyclable Paper
7  Newsprint
8  Books
9  Compostable Paper

10  Non-Recyclable R/C Paper
Plastic
11  #1 PET Beverage Bottles - BB
12  #1 PET Bottles and Jars -NBB
13  #1 PET Thermoforms
14  #2 HDPE Natural Beverage Bottles - BB
15  #2 HDPE Colored Beverage Bottles - BB
16  #2 HDPE Natural Containers - NBB
17  #2 HDPE Colored Containers - NBB
18  #3, 4, 5, 7 Beverage Bottles - BB
19  #3, 4, 7 Bottles, Jars, Containers - NBB
20  #5 PP Containers
21  #6 PS Rigid Containers
22  #6 EPS Foam Food and Beverage Containers
23  #6 EPS Foam Non-Food Packaging/Products
24  Bulky Rigids >1 Gallons
25  Film - Agricultural and Marine Shrink Wrap
26  Film - Garbage Bags
27  Film - Other PE Film
28  Film - Non-PE
29  Film - Retail Bags
30  Remainder/Other Plastic

Metal
31  Aluminum Cans - BB
32  Aluminum Cans - NBB
33  Aluminum Foil & Pans - NBB
34  Ferrous Containers
35  Other Ferrous
36  Other Non-Ferrous

Glass
37  Glass Beverage Bottles - BB
38  Glass Bottles and Jars - NBB
39  Other Glass (Non-Container)

Organics
40  Food Waste - Packaged
41  Food Waste - Unpackaged
42  Branches and Stumps >1 inch Diameter
43  Mixed Yard Waste
44  Clean Wood
45  Other Organics
46  Pet Waste



Table 2-4 - Detailed Composition Disposed ICI MSW

No. Material Category Mean
Margin 
of Error Tons No. Material Category Mean

Margin 
of Error Tons

30.5% 1.6% 113,716 Electronics 0.7% 0.3% 2,486
11.3% 1.4% 42,020 47 Non-CED Electronics 0.1% 0.1% 433

1.4% 0.2% 5,179 48 CEDs - CRTs 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.5% 0.2% 1,821 49 CEDs - Desktop Computers 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.4% 0.2% 1,372 50 CEDs - Laptops and Tablets 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.4% 0.2% 1,592 51 CEDs - Printers 0.0% 0.0% 0
2.2% 0.4% 8,151 52 CEDs - Television and Monitors (non-CRT) 0.0% 0.1% 171
0.2% 0.1% 893 53 CEDs - Other 0.0% 0.1% 155
0.4% 0.3% 1,368 54 Computer Peripherals 0.0% 0.0% 47
8.3% 0.7% 30,848 55 Products with Embedded Batteries 0.0% 0.0% 120
5.5% 1.3% 20,472 56 Small Appliances 0.3% 0.2% 1,181

20.4% 1.6% 76,208 57 White Goods 0.1% 0.2% 379
0.5% 0.1% 1,838 58 Solar/PV Panels/Components 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.3% 0.0% 1,101 Batteries 0.0% 0.0% 111
0.5% 0.1% 2,019 59 Batteries - Primary 0.0% 0.0% 111
0.0% 0.0% 31 60 Batteries - Rechargeable, Li-ion 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.0% 0.0% 14 61 Batteries - Rechargeable, Other 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.6% 0.2% 2,209 Hazardous Waste 1.2% 0.5% 4,436
0.6% 0.3% 2,372 62 Mercury-Containing Products - Lamps 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.0% 0.0% 0 63 Mercury-Containing Products - Thermostats 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.0% 0.0% 92 64 Mercury-Containing Products - Other 0.0% 0.0% 0
1.1% 0.2% 4,141 65 Architectural Paint 0.0% 0.0% 85
0.3% 0.2% 1,159 66 Non-Architectural Paint 0.0% 0.0% 53
0.1% 0.0% 380 67 Household Hazardous Waste 0.1% 0.1% 521
0.2% 0.1% 808 68 Medical Waste - Residential 0.0% 0.0% 13
2.5% 0.5% 9,231 69 Medical Waste - Commercial 1.0% 0.5% 3,764
0.1% 0.1% 389 Ceramics 0.0% 0.0% 124
4.2% 0.4% 15,621 70 Ceramic Bottles - BB 0.0% 0.0% 0
3.7% 0.7% 13,746 71 Other Ceramics Containers 0.0% 0.0% 124
1.8% 0.4% 6,858 CDD 4.7% 1.1% 17,529
0.3% 0.2% 997 72 Asphalt Brick and Concrete (ABC) 0.0% 0.1% 128
3.5% 0.7% 13,202 73 Asphalt Shingles 0.1% 0.1% 326

4.1% 0.8% 15,315 74 CDD Metal 0.2% 0.2% 861
0.4% 0.1% 1,397 75 Ceramic Fixtures 0.0% 0.1% 149
0.1% 0.0% 370 76 Drywall/Gypsum Board 0.4% 0.3% 1,524
0.3% 0.1% 1,061 77 Oriented Strand Board (OSB)/Plywood 0.2% 0.1% 679
0.7% 0.1% 2,578 78 Other/Residual CDD 2.2% 0.6% 8,080
1.7% 0.6% 6,311 79 Painted/Treated Wood 1.6% 0.5% 5,782
1.0% 0.3% 3,597 All Other Waste 13.3% 1.7% 49,415

1.3% 0.4% 4,904 80 Carpet/Padding 0.8% 0.5% 2,913
0.5% 0.1% 1,810 81 Diapers/Sanitary Products 2.1% 0.5% 7,914
0.4% 0.1% 1,541 82 Furniture/Bulky Items 3.2% 1.4% 11,856
0.4% 0.4% 1,553 83 Supplements/Pharmaceuticals/Medicines 0.0% 0.0% 34

23.8% 2.0% 88,663 84 Textiles/Leather 2.3% 0.4% 8,572
6.4% 1.0% 24,035 85 Rubber/Tires 1.0% 0.2% 3,835

12.0% 1.4% 44,662 86 Mattresses 0.2% 0.2% 640
0.0% 0.0% 0 87 Other Materials Not Elsewhere Classified 1.5% 0.3% 5,545
0.7% 0.3% 2,531 88 Fines 2.2% 0.2% 8,106
2.1% 0.8% 7,747
1.1% 0.3% 3,938 Total 100.0% 372,906
1.5% 0.5% 5,750 Samples 113

Paper
1  OCC (Old Corrugated Cardboard)
2  Boxboard (Chipboard)
3  Aseptic and Gable Top Cartons
4  High Grade Office Paper
5  Magazines/Catalogs
6  Mixed Recyclable Paper
7  Newsprint
8  Books
9  Compostable Paper

10  Non-Recyclable R/C Paper
Plastic
11  #1 PET Beverage Bottles - BB
12  #1 PET Bottles and Jars -NBB
13  #1 PET Thermoforms
14  #2 HDPE Natural Beverage Bottles - BB
15  #2 HDPE Colored Beverage Bottles - BB
16  #2 HDPE Natural Containers - NBB
17  #2 HDPE Colored Containers - NBB
18  #3, 4, 5, 7 Beverage Bottles - BB
19  #3, 4, 7 Bottles, Jars, Containers - NBB
20  #5 PP Containers
21  #6 PS Rigid Containers
22  #6 EPS Foam Food and Beverage Containers
23  #6 EPS Foam Non-Food Packaging/Products
24  Bulky Rigids >1 Gallons
25  Film - Agricultural and Marine Shrink Wrap
26  Film - Garbage Bags
27  Film - Other PE Film
28  Film - Non-PE
29  Film - Retail Bags
30  Remainder/Other Plastic

Metal
31  Aluminum Cans - BB
32  Aluminum Cans - NBB
33  Aluminum Foil & Pans - NBB
34  Ferrous Containers
35  Other Ferrous
36  Other Non-Ferrous

Glass
37  Glass Beverage Bottles - BB
38  Glass Bottles and Jars - NBB
39  Other Glass (Non-Container)

Organics
40  Food Waste - Packaged
41  Food Waste - Unpackaged
42  Branches and Stumps >1 inch Diameter
43  Mixed Yard Waste
44  Clean Wood
45  Other Organics
46  Pet Waste



No. Material Category Mean
Margin 
of Error Tons No. Material Category Mean

Margin 
of Error Tons

1.0% 0.3% 6,059 Batteries 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.8% 0.3% 4,916 17 Batteries - Primary 0.0% 0.0% Not Found
0.2% 0.1% 1,143 18 Batteries - Wet-Cell 0.0% 0.0% Not Found

1.1% 0.2% 6,774 19 Batteries - Rechargeable, Li-ion 0.0% 0.0% Not Found
0.1% 0.0% 520 20 Batteries - Rechargeable, Other 0.0% 0.0% Not Found
0.1% 0.0% 352 CDD 80.7% 2.9% 478,422
1.0% 0.2% 5,902 27 Asphalt Paving 0.0% 0.0% Not Found

1.7% 0.5% 9,947 28 Asphalt Shingles 17.8% 5.1% 105,859
1.1% 0.4% 6,399 29 Concrete/Brick/Masonry 4.0% 3.4% 23,772
0.6% 0.3% 3,548 30 Insulation 1.8% 0.9% 10,948

0.2% 0.1% 1,033 31 Carpet/Padding 1.5% 0.4% 8,657
0.2% 0.1% 1,033 32 Ceiling Tiles 0.1% 0.1% 408

0.9% 0.9% 5,620 33 Ceramic Fixtures 0.3% 0.3% 2,003
0.4% 0.5% 2,548 34 Gypsum Wall Board 7.7% 3.0% 45,952
0.5% 0.5% 2,960 35 Pallets & Crates 4.5% 1.5% 26,848
0.0% 0.0% 112 36 Oriented Strand Board (OSB) 4.6% 1.4% 27,156

0.1% 0.1% 495 37 Plywood 2.7% 0.6% 16,145
0.0% 0.0% 38 38 Other Engineered Wood 1.4% 0.6% 8,302
0.0% 0.0% 42 39 Clean Wood 6.0% 1.1% 35,315
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 40 Painted/Treated Wood 18.3% 2.3% 108,318
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 41 Other CDD 9.9% 1.4% 58,739
0.1% 0.1% 414 All Other Wastes 14.3% 2.4% 84,738

0.0% 0.0% 0 42 Mattresses 0.9% 0.3% 5,252
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 43 Furniture/Other Bulky Items 10.2% 2.0% 60,382
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 44 Tires 0.0% 0.0% 168
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 45 Soil/Sand/Gravel 0.2% 0.2% 1,184
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 46 Fines/Mixed Residue 0.4% 0.1% 2,458
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 47 Bagged Material 1.7% 0.5% 10,052
0.0% 0.0% Not Found 48 Other Materials Not Elsewhere Classified 0.9% 0.2% 5,242

Total 100.0% 593,088
Samples 386

Table 3-5 Detailed Composition of Disposed CDD/Bulky Waste by Material Group and Category

Paper
1  OCC Cardboard/Kraft Paper
2  Other/Composite Paper

Plastic
3  Clean Film
4  HDPE Buckets
5  Other Plastic

Metal
6  Ferrous
7  Non-Ferrous

Glass
8  Glass

Organics
9  Mixed Yard Waste

10  Branches and Stumps >1 inch Diameter
11  Other Organics
Electronics
12  CED Electronics
13  Non-CED Electronics
14  Products with Embedded Batteries
15  Solar/PV Panels/Components
16  White Goods
Universal/Hazardous Waste
21  Mercury-Containing Products - Lamps
22  Mercury-Containing Products - Thermostats
23  Mercury-Containing Products - Other
24  Architectural Paint
25  Non-Architectural Paint
26  Other Hazardous Waste



Table 3-6 Recast Composition of Disposed CDD/Bulky Waste

No. Material Category Mean
Margin of 

Error Tons No. Material Category Mean
Margin of 

Error Tons
6.3% 20.4% 37,319 Inerts 4.2% 87.2% 24,956

0.8% 0.3% 4,916 29 Concrete/Brick/Masonry 4.0% 3.4% 23,772
0.2% 0.1% 1,143 45 Soil/Sand/Gravel 0.2% 0.2% 1,184
0.1% 0.0% 520 Wood 37.4% 11.5% 222,084
0.1% 0.0% 352 35 Pallets & Crates 4.5% 1.5% 26,848
1.0% 0.2% 5,902 36 Oriented Strand Board (OSB) 4.6% 1.4% 27,156
0.2% 0.1% 1,033 37 Plywood 2.7% 0.6% 16,145
0.4% 0.5% 2,548 38 Other Engineered Wood 1.4% 0.6% 8,302
0.5% 0.5% 2,960 39 Clean Wood 6.0% 1.1% 35,315
0.0% 0.0% 112 40 Painted/Treated Wood 18.3% 2.3% 108,318
0.0% 0.0% 38 Bulky 11.2% 17.8% 66,216
0.0% 0.0% 42 16 White Goods 0.1% 0.1% 414
0.0% 0.0% 0 42 Mattresses 0.9% 0.3% 5,252
0.0% 0.0% 0 43 Furniture/Other Bulky Items 10.2% 2.0% 60,382
0.0% 0.0% 0 44 Tires 0.0% 0.0% 168
0.0% 0.0% 0 Shingles 17.8% 33.3% 105,859
0.0% 0.0% 0 28 Asphalt Shingles 17.8% 5.1% 105,859
0.0% 0.0% 0 Other CDD 21.4% 18.4% 126,708
0.0% 0.0% 0 27 Asphalt Paving 0.0% 0.0% 0
0.0% 0.0% 0 30 Insulation 1.8% 0.9% 10,948
0.0% 0.0% 0 31 Carpet/Padding 1.5% 0.4% 8,657
0.0% 0.0% 0 32 Ceiling Tiles 0.1% 0.1% 408
0.0% 0.0% 0 33 Ceramic Fixtures 0.3% 0.3% 2,003
0.0% 0.0% 0 34 Gypsum Wall Board 7.7% 3.0% 45,952
0.4% 0.1% 2,458 41 Other CDD 9.9% 1.4% 58,739
1.7% 0.5% 10,052
0.9% 0.2% 5,242

1.7% 32.1% 9,947
1.1% 0.4% 6,399 Total 100.0% 593,088
0.6% 0.3% 3,548 Samples 386

MSW
1  OCC Cardboard/Kraft Paper
2  Other/Composite Paper
3  Clean Film
4  HDPE Buckets
5  Other Plastic
8  Glass
9  Mixed Yard Waste

10  Branches and Stumps >1 inch Diameter
11  Other Organics
12  CED Electronics
13  Non-CED Electronics
14  Products with Embedded Batteries
15  Solar/PV Panels/Components
17  Batteries - Primary
18  Batteries - Wet-Cell
19  Batteries - Rechargeable, Li-ion
20  Batteries - Rechargeable, Other
21  Mercury-Containing Products - Lamps
22  Mercury-Containing Products - Thermostats
23  Mercury-Containing Products - Other
24  Architectural Paint
25  Non-Architectural Paint
26  Other Hazardous Waste
46  Fines/Mixed Residue
47  Bagged Material
48  Other Materials Not Elsewhere Classified

Metal
6  Ferrous
7  Non-Ferrous



No. Material Category Mean Tons No. Material Category Mean Tons
Paper 14.4% 179,450 Electronics 0.6% 7,230

Table 5-1 - Combined Composition of MSW and CDD/Bulky Waste

  4.8%  59,335  47  Non-CED Electronics  0.1%  1,137
  0.8%  9,700  48  CEDs - CRTs  0.0%  49

  0.2%  2,684  49  CEDs - Desktop Computers  0.0%  0
  0.1%  1,711  50  CEDs - Laptops and Tablets  0.0%  0

  0.2%  2,962  51  CEDs - Printers  0.0%  0
  1.2%  15,166  52  CEDs - Television and Monitors (non-CRT)  0.0%  239
  0.1%  1,723  53  CEDs - Other  0.0%  279

  0.2%  2,748  54  Computer Peripherals  0.0%  158
  4.2%  51,607  55  Products with Embedded Batteries  0.0%  354

    2.6%  31,814  56  Small Appliances  0.3%  3,293
 10.0%  124,302  57  White Goods  0.1%  1,720

  0.3%  3,243  58  Solar/PV Panels/Components  0.0%  0
  0.2%  2,412  Batteries  0.0%  410
  0.3%  3,706  59  Batteries - Primary  0.0%  393

  0.0%  70  60  Batteries - Rechargeable, Li-ion  0.0%  18
  0.0%  56  61  Batteries - Rechargeable, Other  0.0%  0

  0.3%  3,390  Hazardous Waste  0.5%  5,667
  0.3%  3,936  62  Mercury-Containing Products - Lamps  0.0%  10

  0.0%  9  63  Mercury-Containing Products - Thermostats  0.0%  0
  0.0%  186  64  Mercury-Containing Products - Other  0.0%  0
  0.6%  7,142  65  Architectural Paint  0.0%  185

  0.1%  1,722  66  Non-Architectural Paint  0.0%  259
  0.1%  916  67  Household Hazardous Waste  0.1%  931
  0.1%  1,363  68  Medical Waste - Residential  0.0%  518

  1.2%  15,146  69  Medical Waste - Commercial  0.3%  3,764
  0.0%  568  Ceramics  0.1%  811
  1.9%  23,854  70  Ceramic Bottles - BB  0.0%  4
  1.5%  19,120  71  Other Ceramics Containers  0.1%  807
  0.9%  10,594  CDD  38.0%  472,248

  0.2%  1,954  72  Asphalt Brick and Concrete (ABC)  2.0%  24,319
    2.0%  24,914  73  Asphalt Shingles  8.7%  108,628

 3.0%  37,590  74  CDD Metal  0.1%  1,369
  0.2%  2,425  75  Ceramic Fixtures  0.2%  2,295

  0.1%  1,036  76  Drywall/Gypsum Board  3.9%  49,062
  0.2%  2,242  77  Oriented Strand Board (OSB)/Plywood  2.3%  28,328

  0.4%  5,189  78  Other/Residual CDD  11.1%  138,309
  1.4%  17,032  79  Painted/Treated Wood  9.6%  119,938

    0.8%  9,667  All Other Waste  15.2%  189,083 
 0.9%  10,912    1.1%  14,082

  0.3%  3,287    1.9%  23,135
  0.3%  4,347    6.8%  84,071

    0.3%  3,278    0.0%  193
 17.3%  215,202    1.8%  22,834

  3.9%  48,163    0.4%  5,330
  6.2%  76,558                                                                                  0.6%  7,026
  0.3%  3,221    1.2%  14,816

  0.9%  11,675    1.4%  17,597
  3.6%  44,827
  0.7%  8,222  Total  100.0%  1,242,906

  1.8%  22,536  Samples  624

1  OCC (Old Corrugated Cardboard)
2  Boxboard (Chipboard)
3  Aseptic and Gable Top Cartons
4  High Grade Office Paper
5  Magazines/Catalogs
6  Mixed Recyclable Paper
7  Newsprint
8  Books
9  Compostable Paper

10  Non-Recyclable R/C Paper
Plastic
11  #1 PET Beverage Bottles - BB
12  #1 PET Bottles and Jars -NBB
13  #1 PET Thermoforms
14  #2 HDPE Natural Beverage Bottles - BB
15  #2 HDPE Colored Beverage Bottles - BB
16  #2 HDPE Natural Containers - NBB
17  #2 HDPE Colored Containers - NBB
18  #3, 4, 5, 7 Beverage Bottles - BB
19  #3, 4, 7 Bottles, Jars, Containers - NBB
20  #5 PP Containers
21  #6 PS Rigid Containers
22  #6 EPS Foam Food and Beverage Containers
23  #6 EPS Foam Non-Food Packaging/Products
24  Bulky Rigids >1 Gallons
25  Film  -  Agricultural and Marine Shrink Wrap
26  Film - Garbage Bags
27  Film - Other PE Film
28  Film - Non-PE
29  Film - Retail Bags
30  Remainder/Other Plastic

Metal
31  Aluminum Cans - BB
32  Aluminum Cans - NBB
33  Aluminum Foil & Pans - NBB
34  Ferrous Containers
35  Other Ferrous
36  Other Non-Ferrous

Glass
37  Glass Beverage Bottles - BB
38  Glass Bottles and Jars - NBB
39  Other Glass (Non-Container)

Organics
40  Food Waste - Packaged
41  Food Waste  -  Unpackaged
42  Branches and Stumps >1 inch Diameter
43  Mixed Yard Waste
44  Clean Wood
45  Other Organics
46  Pet Waste

80  Carpet/Padding
81  Diapers/Sanitary Products
82  Furniture/Bulky Items
83  Supplements/Pharmaceuticals/Medicines
84  Textiles/Leather
85  Rubber/Tires
86  Mattresses
87  Other Materials Not Elsewhere Classified
88  Fines
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